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afe driving requires a knowledge of what's going
on around you at all umes. [t's more than justa
matter of staring at the road ahead. Defensive dri-
vers keep their eyes moving constantly, covering

the ﬁ'(mL, rear, sides and the edge of the road.

Look Around—Not Just Ahead

When you scan the road ahead, observe not just the car in
Fr()'l]l. ()r}"l}ll, 1'}1.['. .‘ie\-’t‘-r}l] \«'elli(']es il] FI'U'[]'. Ur Ll]?ll car. Sl.'{l]'l
ahead to the next two intersections or the horizon. Note
how close together cars are, whether they are traveling
faster or slower than you, and whether there are potential
hazards down the road. Get ready to reduce your speed if
you see brake lights going on up ahead.

Look to both sides of your car. Be alert for situations
that box you . Ad_j ust your speed so that you are not
sandwiched between cars in the lanes on either side of
you; you should have an escape route in case there is a
collision directly in front of you. Scan the road in all
directions before venturing into an intersection.

Think about the place where it’s hardest for you to
see other cars to the side—usually about half'a car length
back from the driver’s seat. This is your blind spot. Avoid
driving in the blind spot of cars to either side of you.

Look to the rear. Use your rear- and sideview murrors,

checking traffic to your rear about every five seconds.
Use this information to get out of the way of tailgaters
or cars that are bearing down on you at higher speeds. In
addition, look over your shoulder before changing lanes.

The Farther the Better
How far ahead should you look? In the city, scan to the
next corner in heavy, slow traffic. Scan farther if the waffic
1s hight and moving fast. Note traffic hghts and likely spots
for pedestrian traffic. Be on the lookout for pedestrians
cormung {rom behind parked cars. Antcipate buses, deliv-
ery trucks and others double parked in the right lane, so
you have plenty of tme to stop or get around them.

[n the country, scan to the next turn in the road. Use
this information to adjust your speed so that you can stop

if there is a stopped car just around that turn.

Make It a Habit

There’s a lot of information within sight when you're
scanning the road. Keep your mind clear of distractions so
you can process this information and make good driving
choices. Once you get into the habit of scanning the road,
it will come naturally to you and you will find yourself

TT]Ll(.’h more H.IEFL to your su]'rnundings_

ISRI's For Your Driving is sponsored by BENLEE, Inc. To learn more about BENLEE's line of
truck products and services call 1-800-521-4620 or visit their website at www.benlee.com

Distributed under license. © Paraly International (v.3) 1520.005 Only Licensees may copy or distribute this page electronically or otherwise.



http://www.benlee.com/

