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Message from the Paper Division Chair and PSI Chapter President  
Last month, in collaboration with the Solid 
Waste Association of North America (SWANA), 
ISRI hosted its first ever MRF Summit. The 
purpose of the Summit was to bring together 
recyclers, municipalities, and brand owners to 
talk about common issues and provide solutions 
for MRFs to the problems they are currently 
experiencing due to the shifting markets the 
industry has experienced over the course of the 

year. 

There has been a proliferation of announcements by foreign governments of late, like Vietnam and 
Taiwan about limiting exports of scrap into their countries, changing specification’s allowable 
contamination rates, etc. All of us in the paper business need be mindful always about quality, but 
especially in these times when exporting or when selling domestic. Market volatility will only invite 
speculation on the quality of U.S. scrap paper. Our message is clear that we have the highest quality and 
most sought after scrap paper to import.  

Our turnout for the event exceeded our expectations for attendance and were filled with engaged 
discussions on how to improve recycling quality at the MRFs. While many of the largest MRF operators 
participated, we would like to see more of the smaller operators come and share their success stories 
and concerns at future events. It is evident that increased communication between municipal recycling 
administrators and MRF managers needs to occur if we are to have any hope of tackling the quality 
issue. 

We need to seize this opportunity and keep the momentum going with ever increasing dialogue 
between all of the stakeholders. Let’s clarify the language we’re using and educate the industries and 
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communities we support with a better understanding of what we bring to the manufacturing supply-
chain. However, we should not forget that recycling has local and regional problems that may require 
tweaked solutions. 

We, as an association, need ISRI’s “Better Bin” inbound specs to gain greater acceptance and adherence 
by the municipalities and their constituents to help our processors continue to produce the best quality 
scrap fiber bales sold in the world. The PSI Chapter has been proactive and working diligently to improve 
the quality of the recycling stream. Through a collaborative effort, the with the ISRI’s Paper Division, 
together we recently included an update to the “Guidelines for Paper Stock” in ISRI’s Scrap 
Specifications Circular that among other changes, clearly lists items that are considered “Prohibitive 
Materials” and should not be included in the recycling stream. In addition, for the first time, “Zero 
Tolerance” of any material that contains any amount of Medical, Organic, Food Waste, Hazardous, 
Poisonous, Radioactive or Toxic waste and other harmful substances or liquids. Other changes we have 
brought to the ISRI Specifications “Guidelines for Paper Stock” include the integration of the Domestic 
Transactions and Export Transactions. This is intended to streamline and improve the trade of paper 
scrap commodities as changes take place in the global marketplace. In addition, moisture allowances on 
outbound shipments from processor to consumer were updated. The new “Guidelines for Paper Stock” 
can be found on page 26 of the Scrap Specifications Circular. 

Together we can bring all of the stakeholders together and create the relationships that will keep our 
industry strong. To that effect, we believe that WORDS MATTER so we need to let the world know that 
recycling isn’t dead and that crisis is really just an opportunity to that most fail to take advantage of. 
Let’s take the public’s desire to recycle and translate it into finding localized solutions with clear 
communications on how recycling is done responsibly. 

 

Thank you, 

Linda Leone, ISRI Paper Division Chair 
Leonard Zeid, PSI Chapter President 

 

Next Week: ISRI Virtual Town Hall on China  
Due to the expected impact of Hurricane Florence on the Southeastern U.S., the ISRI Virtual Town Hall 
meeting on China and other international trade issues has been rescheduled for Thursday, September 
20, at 11 a.m. EDT.  
 
ISRI's Virtual Town Hall is a member-only event. In this session, you'll get a briefing from ISRI leaders on 
actions to date, then have the chance to ask questions and share your ideas on how we can further the 
fight for our industry.   

https://protect2.fireeye.com/url?k=b0f7dd84cae47142.b0f76bfd-d205fcbeb1eb20ac&u=http://www.scrap2.org/specs/index.html#I
https://protect2.fireeye.com/url?k=b0f7dd84cae47142.b0f76bfd-d205fcbeb1eb20ac&u=http://www.scrap2.org/specs/index.html#I
https://protect2.fireeye.com/url?k=b3b8cb441a452165.b3b87d3d-50eca8268dabde89&u=http://www.scrap2.org/specs/index.html#26/z
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• Hear from ISRI Chairman Brian Shine and President Robin Wiener about ISRI's efforts in the face 
of these challenges. 

• Have your voice heard about the challenges you are facing and what you need from your trade 
association. 

• Hear market and international updates from ISRI's Adina Renee Adler and Joe Pickard. 

If you would like to submit a question in advance, please add it to the Questions & Comments section of 
the webinar registration form. There will be an opportunity to ask questions during the Town Hall, but 
you will need to be logged into a computer. 

Members can register online. 

 

USPS Concerned About Recycling In Wake of China Ban 
The United States Postal Service (USPS) is concerned about the potential impacts of China’s recycling 
import ban on the recycling of undeliverable standard mail. In order to find the appropriate market 
consumers, the questions on proper grade classification of undeliverable standard mail has also been 
raised. 

The USPS would like to maximize the revenue from recycling their undeliverable standard mail 
throughout the U.S. and is interested in recommendations from ISRI and its members. Representatives 
of the USPS are tentatively scheduling a visit with the Paper Division at one of the upcoming Board of 
Directors meetings. 

For more information contact Jim Gaffney. 

 

2018 WMU Recycled Fiber Course a Success 

The 2018 Western Michigan University (WMU) Recycled Fiber Course was, by all accounts, a rousing 
success. The speakers were excellent and led the attendees through 
the full cycle of the paper/fiber based circular economy. Paul 
Schutes, President of the RPTA led off with an overview of his 
member mills and their needs and markets. Sandeep Kulkarni, 
President KoolEarth Solutions, followed with the brand owner’s 
perspective on sustainability to set the table to Bernie Lee (ISRI) and 
Michael Timpane (RRS) to dive into recycled grade structures, 
curbside challenges, and MRF history/design/future. Bill Moore 
continued the discussion with an enlightening talk on global fiber 

markets and opportunity grades, before getting into the equipment, chemistry, instrumentation, and 

http://www.isri.org/events-training/the-china-problem-an-isri-virtual-town-hall
mailto:mailto:jgaffney@mbacsi.com
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challenges of paper mill operations with Mike Lopane (Kadant), Mahendra Doshi (Doshi & Associates), 
Todd Jordan (BTG), and Charles Angle (Solenis). WMU’s own Dr. Kecheng Li (WMU Chemical & Paper 
Engineering Department Chair) and Shawn Mortimore (WMU Pilot Plants Associate Director) rounded 
out the course with talks about WMU’s fiber recycling capabilities and some of the graduate level 
projects the students and faculty are working on. 

The speakers were also impressed by attendants that came from a wide range of backgrounds and 
experience; bringing a variety of different perspectives on the recycled paper circular economy and a lot 
of great questions and discussions!  We had paper mill managers, paper buyers/brokers, brand owners, 
process engineers, packaging professionals, and materials engineers all in the same room. The 
networking was among the highlights for many of the attendees; culminating with a dinner and brewery 
tours at one of Kalamazoo’s great gathering places - Arcadia Brewery. There is nothing like good beer 
and barbeque to get the creative juices flowing.  

The feedback has been so strong that we have already started planning next year’s course. There will 
once again be a focus on sustainability, recycled fiber markets, and unit operations throughout the 
collection/sorting/papermaking processes, but will also include an optional ½ day of fiber recycling and 
papermaking on WMU’s newly remodeled twin-fourdrinier paper machine. 

Please use the following link to receive further information about next year’s WMU Recycled Fiber 
Course!  

For any questions or comments, please contact either Bernie Lee or Lon Pschigoda 

 

Paper Division to Meet in Charleston 
The next Paper Division meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 23, at 9:00 ET, in Charleston, SC 
during the ISRI Fall Board and Governance Meetings, October 21-14. The meetings are open and free to 
all ISRI members. This is your opportunity to take part in the decision-making process related to both 
Division activities and overall ISRI strategy for the remainder of 2018 and 2019. It is also a great place to 
network, and hear the latest on international trade issues, ISRI advocacy efforts, the ISRI2019 
convention, and more! Registration is now open. 

 

China Imposes Tariffs on All Scrap Imports 
In retaliation for tariffs being imposed by the U.S. Administration on $16 billion worth of Chinese goods, 
the Chinese government announced 25 percent import tariffs on $16 billion worth of American goods, 
and the list includes ALL scrap commodities, including paper and fiber stocks. These tariffs went into 
effect on August 23. 

http://wmupilotplant.com/seminars
mailto:blee@isri.org
mailto:lon.pschigoda@wmich.edu
http://www.isri.org/events-training/fall-board-of-directors-meeting
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/2018-08-08-china-retaliatory-tariffs-on-scrap---nam-translation6201001f8fb866e3af13ff0000e99eee.pdf?sfvrsn=2
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For materials that can pass the import restrictions in place by China since the beginning of the year, that 
material is also now 25 percent more expensive. We are hearing from contacts in China that the 
announcement has caused much distress among Chinese consumers of U.S. scrap commodities, 
especially for grades that are hard to obtain from suppliers in other regions. We have no doubt that 
these tariffs will impair the already diminishing scrap exports from the United States to China. This is in 
line with other reports that the trade war has had an impact on the Chinese economy across many 
sectors. 
 
ISRI President Robin Wiener recently sent a letter to U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross and U.S. 
Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer informing them of the distress to the U.S. recycling industry 
caused by a combination of China’s import policies and the tariff war and appealing for them to return 
to the negotiating table with the Chinese. 

 

Vietnam Strictly Enforcing Paper Scrap Import Permits and ISRI Outreach in Southeast Asia 
RISI reported earlier this month that a new paper mill owned by Taiwan-based Cheng Loong, would not 
be granted an import permit for recovered paper until Government authorities could guarantee that the 
plant was complying with environmental regulations. Although the report highlights the restrictions on 
scrap that are being imposed by Vietnam and other countries in Southeast Asia that are grappling with 
the diversion of trade from China, it comports with the May announcement by Vietnam that they would 
be increasing enforcement of recovered paper import permits. Vietnam is not banning recovered paper 
imports outright, and this report confirms that the door can be reopened to Cheng Loong if they are 
proven to be respectful of Vietnam’s environment. 

ISRI is reviewing the feasibility of a trade emission to Southeast Asia in 2019 to explore trade 
opportunities in this dynamic region. The trade mission would not only open business links but would 
also be a catalyst for ISRI to provide guidance and best practices to these countries on responsible 
recycling. We have already had initial discussions with the Embassy of Thailand about a workshop with 
government officials, and we expect a similar approach will be requested from other countries. The U.S. 
Department of Commerce and their teams at U.S. Embassies around the region will partner us for this 
outreach and for the trade mission.  

For further information or questions, please contact Senior Director of Government Relations & 
International Affairs Adina Renee Adler. 

 

http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/2018-08-14-isri-letter-to-commerce-sec-ross-re-china.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.isri.org/news-publications/newsletters/leadershipupdate/2018/05/23/news-from-vietnam-regarding-import-restrictions
mailto:aadler@isri.org
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