
2015 Scrap Recycling Industry Fatality Overview* 

Date Location Description/Apparent Cause Training 
Resources  

1/15/2015 Bensalem, 
PA 

Vehicle accident involved four 
cars and two commercial motor 
vehicles. One truck driver was 
killed as a result of the accident.   
Although the accident is under 
investigation these resources are 
recommended.   

ISRI 
 ISRI 

 

2/20/15 Troy, AL Worker burned by barrel fire 
used to provide warmth. 

OSHA 
OSHA 
CDC 

3/4/2015 Waukesha, 
WI 

The worker was killed instantly 
when he was struck in the head 
by a forklift.  

ISRI 
ISRI 
ISRI 

3/17/2015 Cartersville, 
GA 

While cleaning a mixer machine 
the worker became caught in a 
roller bar and was dragged 
through the equipment. 

OSHA 
ISRI 

OSHA 

03/28/15 San Antonio, 
TX 

Worker killed in fall from a dump 
trailer ladder. 

OSHA 
OSHA 
ISRI 

05/18/15 Anderson, 
SC 

Incident still under investigation 
(worker killed while operating a 
car/logger baler, incident was 
fire related). 

OSHA 
ISRI 
ISRI 
ISRI 

6/15/2015 Neosho, MO While handling empty military 
shell casings scheduled for 
recycling, an explosion occurred, 
killing one employee, and 
injuring a second employee who 
was treated at an area hospital 
for moderate injuries.   

DOD 

6/15/2015 Winter 
Garden, FL 

While attempting to clear a 
jammed cardboard baler, the 
employee became caught inside 
the baler and was crushed. 

NIOSH                                   
OSHA                 
ISRI 

06/24/15 Houston, TX While sorting aluminum cans the 
employee died from heat 
exhaustion  

OSHA 
OSHA 
CDC 

http://www.nj.com/mercer/index.ssf/2015/01/trenton_truck_driver_killed_in_multi-vehicle_crash.html
http://www.nj.com/mercer/index.ssf/2015/01/trenton_truck_driver_killed_in_multi-vehicle_crash.html
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/space-cushion-.pdf?sfvrsn=4http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/the-3-second-following-distance-rule.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/always-practice-defensive-driving-keys.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.texas-wrongful-death-lawyer.net/52284/jerry-spurlock-metal-iron-worker-killed-fire-accident.htm
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3156.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3158.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2010-115/pdfs/2010-115.pdf
http://www.lakecountrynow.com/news/mukwonagochief/remembering-kenneth-lachance-a-father-a-grandpa-a-friend-b99457325z1-295689621.html
http://www.lakecountrynow.com/news/mukwonagochief/remembering-kenneth-lachance-a-father-a-grandpa-a-friend-b99457325z1-295689621.html
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/forklift-fatalities.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/forklift-safety.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/forklifts-vs-foot-traffic.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.plasticsnews.com/article/20150318/NEWS/150319894/employee-dies-in-georgia-recycling-plant-accident#.VQnHTVhAAFU.linkedin
http://www.plasticsnews.com/article/20150318/NEWS/150319894/employee-dies-in-georgia-recycling-plant-accident#.VQnHTVhAAFU.linkedin
https://www.osha.gov/OshDoc/data_General_Facts/factsheet-lockout-tagout.pdf
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/lockout-lockout-lockout.pdf?sfvrsn=8
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/controlhazardousenergy/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/local/slideshow/San-Antonio-companies-with-worker-deaths-from-111289.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/local/slideshow/San-Antonio-companies-with-worker-deaths-from-111289.php
https://www.osha.gov/OshDoc/data_Hurricane_Facts/fall.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Region7/fallprotection/fall_protection_info.html
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/ways-to-prevent-falls-.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.wyff4.com/news/large-fire-burning-in-anderson-county/33080168
http://www.wyff4.com/news/large-fire-burning-in-anderson-county/33080168
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3348-metal-scrap-recycling.pdf
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/seven-career-fire-fighters-injured.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/all-shook-up.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/fires-fight-or-run.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.koamtv.com/story/29321899/one-person-dead-and-one-injured-from-an-explosion-in-neosho-missouri
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/3rs-guide---recycling-industry---2015-small.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.mynews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/cfn/2015/6/15/winter_garden_recycling_plant_death.html
http://www.mynews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/cfn/2015/6/15/winter_garden_recycling_plant_death.html
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2003-124/pdfs/2003-124.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/recycling/recycling_machine_startup.html
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/lockout-lockout-lockout.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/news/deadly-heat-osha-says-houston-worker-death-preventable/
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3154.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/heatillness/3431_wksiteposter_en.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/extremeheat/pdf/brochurepreview.pdf


07/02/15 St. Louis, 
MO 

While using a pry bar to remove 
a pin that was lodged in a 
shredder, the employee lost his 
balance striking his head on a 
railing.  

OSHA 
OSHA 
ISRI 

 
 

08/08/15 Chocowinity, 
NC 

Struck by related death, the 
employee was pinned under a 
container.    

OSHA 
OSHA 

08/12/15 Spokane, 
WA 

While processing scrap metal a 
1-ton gas cylinder was 
punctured, which released a 
hazardous gas. More than ten 
employees became ill, and one 
employee died as a result four 
days later on 08/16/15.  

NJDOH 
CDC 

PHMSA/ERG 
 

09/14/15 Isom, KY While working on a fork lift, the 
forks collapsed striking and 
killing the employee.  

OSHA 
OSHA 

WAOSHA 
ISRI 

09/23/15 Tucson, AZ While cutting in to scrap metal 
an object exploded killing the 
employee. The object was later 
determined as military 
ordinance.  

DOD 

*The above is based upon available public information.  Actual causes of these incidents 
may prove to be different following thorough investigation. 

Other Valuable Safety Resources 

ISRI Geared Up for Safety Newsletter Archives  ISRI Best Practices 

ISRI Recommended Industry Practices ISRI Safety Point Newsletter 
Archives 

OSHA Recommended Safety Practices 

 

http://www.amm.com/Article/3467689/Scrap/PSC-Metals-worker-dies-in-accident.html?ArticleId=3467689
http://www.amm.com/Article/3467689/Scrap/PSC-Metals-worker-dies-in-accident.html?ArticleId=3467689
https://www.osha.gov/OshDoc/data_Hurricane_Facts/fall.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3666.pdf
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/fall-protection-q-a.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.thewashingtondailynews.com/2015/08/08/vanceboro-man-killed-in-industrial-accident/
http://www.thewashingtondailynews.com/2015/08/08/vanceboro-man-killed-in-industrial-accident/
https://www.osha.gov/dte/outreach/construction/focus_four/struckby/struckby_ig.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3348-metal-scrap-recycling.pdf
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/aug/16/one-pacific-steel-worker-has-died-after-chlorine-g/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/aug/16/one-pacific-steel-worker-has-died-after-chlorine-g/
http://nj.gov/health/eoh/rtkweb/documents/fs/0367.pdf
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/agent/chlorine/
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pv_obj_cache/pv_obj_id_7410989F4294AE44A2EBF6A80ADB640BCA8E4200/filename/ERG2012.pdf
http://www.oshatoday.com/news-digest-item/kentucky-worker-killed-in-forklift-accident/
https://www.osha.gov/dte/library/pit/pit_q-a.html
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/poweredindustrialtrucks/
http://www.lni.wa.gov/IPUB/417-031-000.pdf
https://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety-management-program/powered-industrial-trucks-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://tucson.com/news/local/ordnance-explodes-in-tucson-scrap-yard-killing-worker/article_c92be1ee-622d-11e5-81fa-234e16c35065.html
http://www.isri.org/docs/default-source/safety/3rs-guide---recycling-industry---2015-small.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.isri.org/safety-best-practices/isri-safety/best-practices/geared-up-for-safety#.VDaDcxbbh8E
http://www.isri.org/safety-best-practices#.VDWd3PldWSp
http://www.isri.org/safety-best-practices/isri-safety/best-practices#.VDaDWBbbh8F
http://www.isri.org/safety-best-practices/isri-safety/best-practices/safety-point#.VDaDLxbbh8F
http://www.isri.org/safety-best-practices/isri-safety/best-practices/safety-point#.VDaDLxbbh8F
http://www.isri.org/safety-best-practices/isri-safety/best-practices/osha-recommended-safety-practices#.VDZ8HRbbjTp

